DCCUNMENT FESUME

03806 - [ B2914168 ;

Request by the Departament of the Navy for Excepf#on to GAO
1ravel Regqulatjons. B-103315, October 12, 1977. 2 pp.

Decision re: Department of the Navy: by Iaul G. Denmbling, Acting
Co.ptroller General,

Issue Area: Fersonnel Management ard Compensation (300); Pederal
Procurement of Goods and Services (1900).

Contact: Office of the General Counsel: Special Studies and
Analysis.,

Budget Fuaction: General Gevernment: Central Personnel
Management {(8C5). o .

Organizaticn Coicerned: China Interratiopal Travel Service.

Authority: Intewnational Air Traneportation Pair Coapetitiva
Practices Act (49 U.S.C. 1517). 4 C.F.R. 52.2, 3. 47 conmp.
Gen. 204,

| The Department of the Navy ‘equested that an exception
be grarted to GAO travel regulations to enable Rear Admiral
Maxine Conder to accept an invicaticn to foin a group of
Anerican nursing leaders on a study trip to the People's
Republic of Chii ., The procurement of official pdi'ssenger travel
between points in the United States ird the People's Republic of
China arranged by a travel agency wags approvad since the
services wote not available from American air carriets. However,
the tickets shculd be paid for by tuc +raveler and reclaimed
from the Government. (MAuthor/SC)




— .. ,Jnhl |

-

|-¢
1

THE COMPTROLLER OENERAL
OF THE UNITED BTATEDN

WABHINGTON, O.C. 205438

DECISION

FILE: 3103315 DATE: OCT 121977

MATTER OF: Requeat by the Department of the llavy
| for axception to GAO travel reguiations,
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DIGEST: Tha procursmazt of officilal pssswnger traval
botwasenm points ‘n the United Scates and the
Poople's Repthlic of China arrsaged by the
China Iateruatienal Traval Service is approved
whera the serviees are aot available from
Amarican air carriers. However, tickets should
no. be Obtaised with Covermmeut tiamsportation
requests, but should be paid for by tha
traveler and Toclaimed from the Governmment,
usiag aporepriate travel advamces if deasired to
cover the ¢eet of tha travel procurement.

i The Departmemt of the Navy requests tiat an exception be
. gcanted teo our travel vegulations--which gemarally provide that
traval agencies and feweign flag carriers will not be uced for
\wfficial passenger trevel~—to smable Resar Admiral Maxine Couder,
ilrector, Navy Nurse Corpe/Directer, Wursing ivision, Bureau of
Mvdicine ond Surgery, ¢t aceept an invitation to join a group of
Amorican nursiug leaders, who will ~.isit the People's Republic of
Chicy tc study” health ecare facilitiea, training programs, acupunc-
. rure techuiques and newly developed thermal trestment procedures
| for the purpose of increasing their professional skills.

This tour, which was arrsnged Ly the Amarican Nurses
Azzociation, is only svailadle thsough the China Internmational
Travel SBaxvice (LUXINGSHE), an official agency of the People's
Qepubliic of China, will begin on Novewber 14, 1977, at San
Franciser, California, and will end on Desember 8, 1977, x: Los
/ngeles, Califoraia. The total cost of tha tour is §2,U12 per
por-on,’; vhiclh includes tramsportation via Japan Air Lines to
Peking,  Cuina, via Tokyo, Japan, and from Peking, China, to Lon
Angeles, Califormia, via llong Yong, as well as meals, lodging,
and miscellansous non-personal saervices,

A ceat breakdown for the srparate services is not furnished.
Howaver, it has boen datermined that the cost of one-way coach
air fares from Ban Francisco to Tokyo and from llong Kon7 to Los
Angales total $1,158. The valus of the other transportation, meale,
lodging,' ste., cannot be determined frua sources available to us.
Hovever, the ovarall price for all the sexrvicss (1. believad to bte
reasonabla.,
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Under our nguhtuu. 4 c.!’.l. 52.2, vhieh are premised ia
part upea sestisn 3 of the I»tmhm Alr Tvasspsrtaties Yair
Compatitive Pragtiesa Act of 1274, 4% U.8.C, 1317, the woe of
Anarican air carriers 18 requived fer Severummmi-fiammend passenger
transportation vher such eerriexw sxv sveilable. And wmder 4 C.7.R.
54.3 1t is previded thet travel ageats gsasrally will net be weed
vhere purchases eam ba wade directly frem Amsriesm air esrviars.

n 47 Comn. Gem. 204 (1967), the wea of tiavel agents wee
suthoviged vheru it wvas aduiuistratively decerniasd thit grewp
travel axranjstants mads by traval agsusiss offer subetimtisal
savings ovar regulsy air farer becwesm piiats im the United States
md peiris in fereign uuu:hl 1n the desisiew £ vas egated
that Govermaemt Transpartation Regquests azw met ¢t~ ba weed mad
thit the trsusportetion cests sre to ba paid zei by the traveler,
who Wy slavm Yeisbursemsat. Approprists trmwvel advennes were
scthorised ze cover the costs of suah m

Sluea the tour packags heare m iu\l.du lll
treasportation sariices from Sem Frameisou te (:a Mesple’s l.n!uic
of China, boaxd and coem for appreitimetely thzes weel s, and 7etura
transpostation kerviees te Los Jageles, and sises this tour is
availzoir, ouly +7ia the Ju'm Aly Linss frem and te the United States,
Americam air carrisrs sre wet sveilable fix the sesvices., Ia the
1aght of these circumstances, the purcksse 2f the tour pachags
through che Amsricen Nurses Ateveistion and the China Ianterwrtiscal
Travel: Service (LUXINGSHR) is spprrred.

Paul G Denbling

Retnd’ cup:uuu Canarnl
ol the United States
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